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ACCELERATED COMA. 

THE inquest  at  the  Rlarylebone  Infirmary,  which  is  reported 
in  another  column,  carries  with  it  lessons of the grcatcst 
importance  to  Nurses.  Dr. J. A. Lunn’s  statemcnt that 
‘ l  death had resulted  from  the effects of conla  whcn  suffcring 
from  Bright’s  disease of the kidneys,  acccleratecl  by an 
ordinary close of morphia,”  will  doubtless  cause consit1eral)le 
amusement  in  professional  circles,  although  it had the 
evidently  desired eKcct upon  the  minds of the  innocent  jury- 
men. We do not  propose to touch  the  nlcdical  qucstion, 
although  it is somewhat  strangc  that  it  was  not  known  that  the 
patient  was  suffering  from  Bright’s disease-and i t  would,  we 
consider,  have  been  more  straightforward  to  have  stated  that 
the  patient’s “ coma” was  caused  by, and  that  she  dicd  in 
fact  from,  morphia  poisoning.  Rut  what we desire  to  impress 
upon  Nurses is that  there  are  two  golden  rules  which  they 
should  never  neglect  in  administering poisons. First, (‘ Never 
give a patient  a  dose  of  a  poison  unless  it is prescribed  in 
writing by the  doctor” ; second, “ I f  possible,  always  measure 
and  administer  the close in the  presence of a third  person.” 
I t   i s   the  rule  in  well-arranged  Chemists’  shops,  always 
to  have  the  dispensing  of  poisons  checked  by  a  colleague of the 
dispenser,  and  if  Nurses  adopted  the san1e principle, as a 
matter of routine,  it  would  doubtless  go far to  prevent  both 
mistakes  and  unfounded  accusations. 

THE  TYRANT  THERMOMETER. 

WIG commented,  last ;eel<, upon the wonclerful ways of 
Worcester  Infirmary,  and  especially  on  the  nlanner  in  which 
the  lnedical staf f  permit  the  Matron  to  usurp  their  functions, 
and  treat  cases of illnessby  the  light  ofherown  understanding- 
or  the  want  thereof. A corresponclent  has  since  sent  us a 
copy of the I~ir1ui17gham Daily Post, by  whose  report of the 
case,  it  appears  that  Mr. FLII’ITNBR, I-Iouse-Surgeon at the 
Worcester  Infirmary,  was  called  as a witness  by  the  Matron. I t  
will be remembered  that  the  Matron  permitted  the  Nurse  to 
keep  at  work in the  wards,  with  a  temperature of 103O Fahr., ancl 
a sore  throat ; that  no  doctor was asltecl to see the  Nurse  and 
determine  whether  or  not she was  suffering  from  scarlet fever- 
as with  such  symptoms  she  clearly  might  have  been ; that the 
Matron  made  thc  Nurse  take three O U ~ Z C C S  of Mist. Alba., and 
then,  with  great  violencc,  the  Nurse  being  held  by  another 
person,  thc  Matron  forced  her mouth open,  and  roughly 
pushctl a I)rush  down  hcr  throat twice. All  this  was 
cictailecl in  Court,  and  thcn  Mr. G E ~ R C ~ ~  RORY JOHN 
I;I,ETCIIER, being  sworn as a witness, “ said the treatment 
prcscriI)ctl by  hliss ~ ~ C L I C L A N I >  was  proper. IIe did  not 
tllinlc there was any  rcason to send for him if the plaintiff’s 
telnpcrature  was 103’-a doctor  could  not  be the slave of a 
thermo1ncLcr.” Medical  men, WC feel  confident,  will  regret 
that &fr .  (;lroltcrs I<oaY JOI IN ~I.I?I‘CI-IER’S contempt of R 
tllcr11lolnctcr is prccisely  equalled I)y his  frcedom  from t he  
dictatcs of chivalry. 
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SHAM NURSES. 

A I.E’TTER,  which we pul)lish  clsewhcrc,  calls  attention to a 
I)ranch of the sul?jcct of Nursing  frauds  which  tlcscrrcs  morc 
attcntion  than has hithcrto  bccn  tlcvotctl to i t .  For ycars, 
WC havc  csposed  in  thcsc  columns  thc  dangcIs, to thc  pul)lic, 
causcd by thc  thousands of ignorant wonlen who  now  act RS 
attcntlants  upon the sick, and, for this  reason,  have most 
strongly  advocated  thc  institution of Registration of Nurses. 
Thcrc  are  certain  Nurses, wcll trained  won>cn,  who,  from  lack 
of gcneral  education, h a w  failed to comprchencl the benefit of 
such a systenl to themsclvcs and to thcir  profession. To such 
WC would  point to our  corresponclcnt’s  story as a  striking 
object lesson of the  impossibility of protecting  Traineil 
Nurses  at  present  from  the clisgrace which  can  bc  brought 
upon  their  uniform  by  any c1isreputal)le person  who  chooses 
to don it. To our  knowledge,  a  large  nunlber of domestic 
servants  now  adorn  themselves  in  the  garb of Nurses,  when 
they  take  their  wallts  abroad,  and  the  flighty  bar-maid 
appearance of many of these  pseudo-Nurses  in  the  streets  of 
our  great  towns is rapidly  ‘bringing  the  profession  into 
thoroughly  undeserved  disrepute. The rcmcly is in  Nurses’ 
hands, ancl unless  they  desire to  be classed  in the public 
mind  with  the riff-raff, who  adopt  their  costume, the sooner 
they  individually  bestir  themselves  the  better.  Let  them 
.Register  themselves, ancl persuade  other  Trained  Nurses  to 
do so. L e t  them  leave  aprons  and  chatelaines  at home- 
they  are of no use in the streets.  Let  them  remember  that 
their cloalcs are  designed  to  cover  their  dresses,  not to float 
behind  them  in  the  wind ; and  above all, lit  them  join  the 
1I.B.N.A. if  they  can, and wear  its  badge on their  cloaks, 
and the public  will  then  have no ctifficulty in distinguishing 
them from Sham Nurses. 

THE  LONDON  HOSPITAL AGAIN. 

Once  again,  has  our  prophecy  been fulfilled. Our  always 
interesting  contemporary,  the E v e A ~ z g  Nezus and Pod, has 
conmencedza  series of excellently  written  articles  on  I-Iospital 
Reform, ancl,  of course-as one of  its  first  illustrations  as  to 
the  need of iml)rovements-taltes up the London  I-Iospital 
Scandals. The Conlmittee of that  Institution-ostrich-like 

beyond a narrow  circle, but  we Itnow  that  the  light is S )le 1 
-apl~ear to  believe  that their n1ismanagement is unknown 

ing, ancl that far and wicle the pul)lic recling of c1issatis/aclib(i 
at  the  lethargy  and  ignorancc of the  Committee  of  the  London 
Hospital  is  extending  amongst  all classes-their lethargy  in 
carrying  out the inlprovements  which  the  Lords’  Select 

ignorance of scandals  which  have  occurred  under  their  noses, 
Committee  have  recomnlencled  as necessary-their crass 

aroused  the  ridicule of some, ancl the  indignation  of  many 
which  are  notorious  throughout  Whitechapel,  and  which  have 

others  interested  in  this  magnificent  Charity.  In  another 
column we quote, in full, the  colnments of our contemporary, 
a n d  we  earnestly hope that it  will  devote its  influential  efforts 
to  bringing  about  reforms, at  any  rate,  in  the  London 
Hospital. 
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